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: ee la Mike Chrisman 
ico Bot dog!! l Good news!! ! Y m mot in Newsweek’ list of the top 100 
of America’s cultural elite! I’m real glad about that. Lately, I’m real glad about 
a few other things, too, and because you’re a discriminating audience, I’m gonna 
Share this partial list with you: 


1) I’m real glad, because I’m the editor or this paper, that nobody around 
here can give me grief for saying “real” glad, instead of “really ” or “very” or 
“extremely” glad, which are all grammatically preferable, but which fail to get 
across the chummy conversational tone intelligent readers expect from this 
column. 

2) I’m real glad I’m not a student in the public schools, where I would be 
majorly bummed by a teacher like B. June Bumiske of Greenfield, Massachusetts, 
who recently booted an eighth-grader out of her homeroom because he refused to 
Say the Pledge of Allegiance. And Bumiske is a civics teacher, please! She says 
the kid, Daniel Salls, was being defiant. Defiant! Well, excuseme, Juney — Daniel 
is thirteen years old; defiance is his job. Teaching a kid about our constitutional 
republicis yours. Instead, he’s teaching himself, having researched the legality of 
what he did beforehand at the county law library. And he’s certainly leaming more 
than he ever bargained for about how the world works. And Juney -- when you 
handed down this retro ruling, you were a Republican candidate for the state 
legislature. You lost. Are you leaming anything? It’s never too late. 

3) Although I do wish I played on a major league baseball team (Toronto 
would be nice), I’m real glad I don’t play for Pittsburgh, and not because they 
couldn’t make it out of the playoffs. It’s because their catcher, Mark Lavalliere, 
summed up the team’s attitude during the presidential debates, when he explained 
why he wasn’t voting for Clinton: he said, “I heard Bill Clinton wants to stick it to 
people making over $200,000 [the entry-level major league salary], and we’ve got 
to protect our interests.” By all means, Mark; that’s why unions got started. To help 
the little people, like yourself. 

4) I'm real glad I’m not Glen Offield of San Diego, whose home was 
torched twice by a thief in a futile attempt to conceal the theft. Which was what? 
Barbie dolls. The poor guy had five thousand Barbies in his master bedroom. 
Hmmm. And not just Barbies; he had Kens, Skippers, houses, clothes, Corvettes 
— a copy of every piece of Barbiedreck manufactured between 1959 and 1972. 
And somebody ripped it all off! Ripped it off and burned down his house! And 
the really sad part is that Glen (Barbies Are Everything To Me) Offield admits he 
doesn’t havea circle of friends, he’s gotno family, and he doesn’t really participate 
in the world except through his Barbies. He was into this big time; the Smithsonian 
knew about his collection, and even did a poster of 31 of his most “stylish” Barbies. 
After the fire, Offield told reporters, “I don’t know if I could live without them.” 

5) I’m real glad I have a life. 
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e Imaginative shows for all ages 
featuring magic, mime and balloon art. 
© Creative workshops in the arts of 
Humor, Ilfusion and 
Improvisational Movement. 


In-house 
Dining 
Now 
Available. 


Free Delivery 


with orders of $7* or 
more; anything under: 
$1” charge. 


229200 


ko | Boltwood Walle (Down the alley), Amherst 
Open 11:30-10':30 Tues-Sun 


Amherst Area, 
UMASS, Amherst 
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e Schools, Hospitals, Fairs, 
Corporations and Birthdays. 
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IT’S TINE FOR ANOTHER LOOK AT HOW THE NEWS 
WORKS...FIRST, THE MEDIA REPORT THE DAY'S 

OFFICIAL PRONOUNCEMENTS, GIVING SELF-SERV- 
ING LIES AND SPIN-CONTROL EFFORTS THE LE- 


GITIMACY OF ACTUAL NEWS... 


CRETLY TO SABOTAGE OUR 


THE RESULTS OF THESE POLLS ARE THEN RE- 
PORTED ON THE NEWS, CREATING A SELF - 

FULFILLING SENSE OF PUBLIC CONCERN OVER 
AN IMAGINARY THREAT TO THE REPUBLIC... 


--A NEW POLL SHOWS 
THAT 94% OF THE AM- 
ERICAN PEOPLE ARE 
TERRIFIED OF COCAINE- 
CRAZED LIBYANS! 


THE PRESIDENT TODAY BLAMED THE FAL~ 
TERING ECONOMY ON FANATICAL COCAINE- 
CRAZED LIBYAN TERRORISTS WORKING SE- 


POLLSTERS THEN PROCEED TO ASK A SMALL 


SULT, WITH NO MARGIN FOR AMBIGUITY... 

e.[WoULD You BE AFRAID IF FANATICAL 

e*|COCAINE-CRAZED LIBYAN TERRORISTS |e 

o°|WERE IN YOUR BASEMENT WITH AN 
e| ATOMIC BOMB? YES 6R NO? 
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THEREFORE ALL Civil 
LIBERTIES ARE IMMED- 
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THE PRESIDENT HAS 
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ING! SOMEONE 
SHOULD DO 
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The Aboriginal story of land, 
man, animals and the stars 
are told in legends we call 

Dreamtime. 
The face on 

each 
Dreamtime 
watch depicts 
such a legend. 


Thornes 150 Main St., Northampton 
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: Binding, Cutting & Folding 

setting & Laser Printing 

\ Oversized Copies 
Color Copies 

! Weeknights until 10 pm 
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\Sunday, Noon - 7 pm pee... 585-0417 
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COUNSELOR & ATTORNEY AT LAW 
is pleased to announce the opening 
of his law offices. 


% General Practice of Law 
2 Criminal Defence 

= Landlord/Tenant Disputes 
* Entertainment Law 


(413) 323-4415 ‘Serer 
eee FAX: (413)323-4957 Rais: 
316 Mill Valley Road, Belchertown, MA 01007 
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Q. What was the mainstay vegetable 
of early Americans before potatoes 
showed up? 

A. Parsnips. 

The suicide rate among compulsive 
gamblers is reported to be 65 times 
higher than that of the general popula- 

~ tion. 
England still puts dog shows on prime 
time national television. 

Some chefs say how you season your 
food is more important than how you 
cook it. They point out that herb 
seasonings go back farther than fire. 
As you sip your soda through a straw, 
bear in mind it’s not your suction, but 
the weight of the air outside the straw 
that pumps the soda into your mouth. 
Q. Don't teachers in France have a 
National Rest Home? 

A. Something of the sort. The French 
believe that teachers both young and 
old are so harassed that they need 
some place to retreat. So they've set 
up a “National Re-Adaptation Center’ 
where tired teachers can go for 
bedrest and psychotherapy. 
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36% of the U.S. population believes 
boiling will make radioactive milk safe. 
; It won't. 

Food marketers say that one of every 
five potatoes gets beat up so badly 
between the field and the market that 
it’s not even worth mashing. 

In Milwaukee in 1959, Bertha Dlugi 
patented a bird diaper — for people 
who let their canaries fly around the 
house. 

The name of Louis Pasteur has meant 
a lot to the milk industry. But milk 
wasn't his first personal choice. He 
once said, “Wine is the most healthful 
and most hygienic of all beverages.” 
You don't hit a home run, profession- 
ally speaking, just because you signa 
major league contract. Ninety-two _ 
percent of the baseball players who 
sign such contracts never appear in 
big league games. 


Great Britain outlaws skywriting. 


Thomas Edison once said the greatest . 


invention of the 19th century was the 
canning jar. 
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Q. What proportion of men keep fill 
heads of hair all their lives? 

A. One out of five. It’s also reported 
that one out of five starts losing hair 
rapidly in their 20s. 
Clergymen of old in the British Isles 
needed beeswax for candles. With 
the leftover honey — there was a lot 
of it — they made an alcoholic bever- 
age called mead, served in especially 
great quantities after weddings. That 
post-ceremony time came to be called 
the Month of honey, then Honeymoon. 
“Oreo” means “mountain” in Greek. 
Oreo Cookies were so named be- 
cause the first of them in 1902 were 
shaped like cones. 

Among ali the other things the Miss 
America contestants have to do is 
sign a contract swearing they've 
always been female. 

U.S. gas rationing was imposed 
during WW II to conserve tires, not 
gasoline. The US and its allies 
controlled 85 percent of the world’s oil, 
but Japan with its Indochina forces 
controlled 97 percent of the world’s 
rubber. 
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Saturday, Nov 21, 9:30pm 
The Green Street Café 


Saturday, Dec 5, 8pm 
The Book Mill 


Cassettes & T-Shirts 
Available 


“Radiant neo-folk music.” 


“melliflous modern minstrel... 


The Advocate, 
Aug., 1992 


Banana daquiris attract mosquitoes. 
At the earliest possible age, children. 
of the Orient are taught: “Don’t suck 
on your chopsticks.” 
A lot more passports are issued to 
women than to men. 

A 1928 Alabama law states: “Any 
person who engages in domino 
playing on Sunday must be fined.” 
In the winter, monarch butterflies west 
of the Rockies migrate to California; 
those east of the Rockies head for 
Mexico. 

Hopscotch was once a religious 
game. The final square was Heaven. 
Our words “retail” and “wholesale” 
came from the shop talk of cloth 
sellers.. Retail comes from the 
French, meaning “cut again”; whole- 
sale is an allusion (in English) to uncut 
whole clot bolts. 

It’s iliegal in Cleveland to get married 
in a bathing suit. 

Ants evolved from wasps, not vice- 

versa. 


- Want your event 
to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


"BEST 
~ CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINER® 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the 
- Games Man, too! So, for ° 
professional performances 
that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive, and 
guaranteed FUN or your 
money back, call today! 


(413) 247-3322 


BOX 463 HAYDENVILLE, MA 01039 


PAY For SEX 
T DONT THNK £0. 
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Do you know that New 
Yorkhasa statewide police hotline 
to report illegal bass fishing? 

'mnotkidding. Ifyou know 
of anybody trafficking in “black- 
market bass,” you’re supposedto 
Call this number so that the De- 
partment of Environmental Con- 
servation can send cops to your 
house andslap handcuffs on you. 

What’s happening is that 
they’re running out of striped bass 
allup anddown the Atlantic coast, 
and so the limit is legally set at 
one bass aday. Andthe lawsays 
you have to either eat it or stuff it. 
If you sell it to some restaurant, 
so they can make “Striped Bassa 
la King,” you’re a criminal. 

Now!don’tknowthat much 
about black-market striped bass, 
since | refuse to fish anywhere 
that “Jaws” could have been 
filmed, but | do know what would 
happen if you passed this law in 
Texas. Bass-fishing in Texas is 
like a religion. There is no fish in 


the history of the world more re- 
vered, worshipped, hounded, 
hooked, harassed, and sought 
after than the bass. There’s-a 
simple reason for this. The bass 
is stupid. Some bass are so stu- 
pid that they have hook wounds 
where they've been caught 30 
times by different people, many 
of them named “Hiram.” Any- 
body can catch a bass, even 
people who can’t count up to 11 
without taking off their shoes. 

So whatdo you think would 
happen if they told Texans that 
they were no longer allowed to 
catch bass? 

Remember, we’re talking 
about a state where some people 
still stick cattle prods into the water 
and electrocutethe bass, defend- 
ing this novel method of fishing by 
saying, “Ifhe’d looked up, he could 
of seen me and swum away.” 

If you told one of these 
guys that bass-fishing was ille- 
gal, I'm afraid we might have hon- 


est-to-God revolutions in every 
state park in Texas. These are 
the same guys who went down to 
the Marine recruiting station at 
the mall and volunteered for ser- 
vice in the Persian Gulf. These 
are the same people who need to 
be reminded, in every legal Texas 
bar, that “no firearms may be 
brought into this establishment.” 
These are the ones who opposed 
the Texas “open container law,” 
which finally banned the ancient 
Texas tradition of drinking beer 
while driving your truck down the 
highway. These are the same 
men who believe the shaving of 
the face is a passing fad. 

Do you know what I’m say- 
ing here? 

I’m warning you. You-can 
raise their taxes. You can make 
them register theirdeerrifles. You 
can put taxes on their beer, with- 
hold money from their paychecks, 
or foreclose on their trailer house. 
But, whateveryou do, pleasedon't 


mess with their bass. . 
Ittcok 75 years to get rid of 


the Bolsheviks. 
But, if these guys revolt, it 
will make Stalin look like a liberal. 


Trust me. 


Iron Joe Bob, Joe Bob’s long-awaited 
book claiming his rightful place as the 
leader of the Men’s Movement, is now 
available from Atlantic Monthly Press. 
To discuss the meaning of life with Joe 
Bob, orto get his world-famous newslet- 
ter, write Joe Bob Briggs, PO Box 2002, 
Dallas, TX 75221. Joe Bob’s Fax line is 
always open: 214-368-2310. COPY- 
RIGHT 1992 CREATORS SYNDICATE, 
INC. 
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International Clothing and Gifts 
21 Main Street (next to Fitzwilly's) 
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Rear ¢ 19 Hawley Street, Northampton, MA 


Open Friday & Saturday Until Midnight 


e Art Copy 
e Contact Sheets 
e Slide Duplication 


from all of us at Primary Color. 


We appreciate your business and the opportunity to serve you. 


Come to the specialists for 


° E-6 Slide Processing 
° Proofing and Film 
Development 


* Rush Service Available + 


Your Local Source for Quality Photographic Services 
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“Keep the buggy 
before the horse.” 


Since 1972 

Pelham Auto Service 
has set the standard for 
top quality service, 
repairs, and maintenance 


on imported cars 

and light trucks. | hs 
BECICORNLEY 
WOUWRRIS 


256-0457 


1315 Federal Street, Belchertown 


You'll Feel Great 
After Soaking 
in a Hot Tub at 


Open till 1AM °7 days a week 
Por Reservations ¢ 586-6843 
33 West St. ¢ Northampton 


Offering the 
works of over 
50 distinctive 


Nov 21st 
586-8914 


Crafters: Spaces still available 


Tropical Storms 
Officials in Vietnam say that 
flash floods and high winds 
unleashed by typhoon 

Angelakilled 47 people and wrecked 
sections of eight central coastal 
provinces. The storm weakened 
while passing over the country's 
highlands, but regained strength 
briefly in the Gulf of Thailand. As it 
skirted southern Thailand late in the 
week, it brought high tides and flash 
flooding. 

Typhoon Colleen spawned fresh 
mud flows which ran six feet deep 
down the slopes of Mount Pinatubo 
in the Philippines. The storm also 
flooded low-lying areas of Manila 
with waist-deep water, then strength- 
ened over the South China Sea 
before striking the same areas of 
central Vietnam hit by typhoon 
Angela less than a week earlier. 

Typhoon Dan passed harmlessly 
south of Wake Island. Hurricane 
Frances formed south of Bermuda 
but veered away from the island and 
weakenedinthe North Atlantic. Tropi- 
cal storm Zeke developed off the 
coast of Mexico. 


Earthquakes 


A powerlul temblor shook 
ES alarge areaofthenorthern 


_ Caucasus region, destroy- 
ing 10 homes and killing a 12-year- 
old girl. Morocco was rocked by a 
magnitude 5.2 quake which killed 
two people who had taken shelter in 
amarketat Tafilalt. Movements were 
also feltin northern parts of Thailand 
and Burma, Cairo, the New Britain 
region of Papua New Guinea, west- 
ern Washington State, and in central 
and southern parts of California. 


Drought 

Sri Lanka, the world’s larg- 

est exporter of tea for two 

consecutive years, suffered 
asharp dropin production due tothe 
drought which hit the country early 
this year. Exports were also hurt by 
a drop in purchases by Iran, and by 
the trade embargo against Iraq. 
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Juice Bar 


A delightfully different place to eat. 


So 


—_— 


{ 


Open 


Carrot 


#Nut shake 
(Vanilla or Carob Soymilk, add 
Banana, Maple, and Ice Bean, 
Plus your Choice of Almonds, 
Hazelnuts, Peanuts or Walnuts) 

(Berry Frappe 

* (almond Milk, Ice Bean, plus your 
choice of Raspberry, Blackberry, 
Strawberry, or Blueberry) 

§ Wheatgrass Hopper 

* (Wheatgrass, Pineapple, Mint) 


Mon-Fri: 9AM-IEM 
Sat: 11amM—82M 
Sun: 11aM—5EM 


Call ahead for take-outs 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


For the week ending 
October 30, 1992 } 
Whale Beaching 


Rescuers battled through 
IS | the night to save 100 
1 whalesthatbeachedthem- 


selves inside Parengarenga Harbor 
in extreme northern New Zealand. 
At least 25 whales died, and 14 
others disappeared in a strong tidal 
rip, but Department of Conservation 
officials managed to guide about SO 
back out to sea. “They did not take 
off very well,” said spokesman Rich- 
ard Parrish. “If they have lost their 
leaders it will take a while to sort out 
their social structure.” 


Suez Spill 


The Suez Canal Authority 
declared a state of emer- 
gency in Port Said after 


the Norwegian ship Sirnara collided 
with the Egyptian tanker Soheir, 
spilling 350 tons of oil into the Medi- 
terranean. Cleanup operations 
around Port Said Harbor were ex- 
pected to be completed within 48 
hours after the accident. 


Russian Winds 
(cl Aviolentwindstorm struck 
fivg districts of northwest 
Russia's Pskov region, 
downing hundreds of power lines 


and leaving more than 1,000 com- 
munities without electricity. 


Pet Warning 


Residents of Northern 
Canadahavebeenwarned 
tolock up their pets at night 


to prevent them from being eaten by 
starving wild animals. The Yukon 
government advised that a sharp 
drop in the local hare population has 
resulted in a rash of killings of do- 
mestic cats and dogs by predators 
desperate for prey. 

During the past month, the gov- 
ernment has received reports of 
coyotes or wolves killing 16 dogs 
and seven cats in Whitehorse and 
Haines Junction. Wildlife biologist 
Brian Slough said a sudden drop in 
the number of showshoe hares, 
known locally as “the bunny crash,” 


By Steve Newman . 


-B4° 
Vostok, (Russia) 
Antarctica 


occurs every 10 years for unknown 
reasons. “It's part of the boreal (north- 
ern) ecology,” he said. 


Wolf Attack 


A Chinese peasant 
[ey woman snatched two 
daughters from the jaws 


of a wolf and wrestled with the ani- 
mal until rescuers arrived. The Offi- 
cial Xinhua News Agency reported 
that the woman, Wu Jing, and her 
children were hospitalized with seri- 
ous wounds near Shenyang cily, 
about 380 miles northeast of Beijing. 
When Wu slashed the animal with a 
sickle, itdropped one girl but grabbed 
the sister. Herdsmen later drove the 
beast away. Wolves are considered 
a regular threat to farmers and herd- 
ersinless populated areas of China, 
and many rural residents own rifles 
for protection. 

Additlonal Sources: Russian Central Weather 


Bureau, U. S. Climate Analysis Center, U. S. 
Earthquake Information Center, and the World 


. Meteorological Organization. 
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25 CENTRAL 


Downstairs at Thornes 
150 Main Street ¢ Northampton, MA 


(413)586-8017 


VIEW. ST : 


CUMMINGS 
WINNIPEG FREE PRESS 


Aires 
ARGENTINA 


ig aces 


S ars io 
WELCOME To 
BOSNIA-SCHIZOPHRENIA 


Copyright © 1992, Cartoonists & Writers Syndicate 


Wuy Do You GET So LitTLE For Books FROM THE BOOKSTORE? 


BECAUSE THE BOOKSTORE IS NOT BUYING YOUR BOOKS! IT HIRES A COMPANY TO BUY YOUR BOOKS. THIS 
COMPANY HAS TO HIRE PEOPLE, HAUL YOUR HEAVY BOOKS AWAY AND STORE THEM FOR MONTHS. 
THEN THEY HAVE TO MAKE A PROFIT... THEN THE BOOKSTORE HAS TO MAKE A PROFIT... 


BECAUSE THEY DO IT THIS WAY, THEY GIVE YOU A FRACTION OF WHAT THE BOOKS ARE WORTH 
AND CHARGE YOU A LOT WHEN YOU BUY THEM BACK. 


To get further information and 
your order form 


Call Toll Free 


1-800-949-TsE3XoTs 


Advertise your books in our 
directory that’s distributed FREE on 
the UMASS campus directly to you. 


The Student's Used Book Exchange 
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“HAIR OF THE DOG by Flaherty 


"Does IT EVER FAIL? JUST WHEN THE GAME 
16 REALLY GETTING GOOD, OUT 
Comes THE ZAMBon) 1" 


CONVERSATIONS :- 
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THE HELP YOU’VE 
BEEN LOOKING | 
FOR HAS JUST 
ARRIVED. 


If you're a busy person, 


paying the bills and keep- 


ing the banking, insurance, 
and other paperwork 
under control can be a 
major hassle. 


Now you can call 
RAVENWOOD SERVICES, 
owned and operated by a 
certified bookkeeper. 


FREE INFORMATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 
| REASONABLE RATES 
CALL TODAY 


Rae 2 
G 2 Sa 
fF 


RAVENWOOL) 
SERVICES 


586-1066 
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ad USNS by Giles Hopkins 


WARM & WIELD LETS 
++ 0h, Hl £4... un, Like 40 LeGUEST a Song:..! 
Un, EVEN Though TF kwow thet you'll, like, 
Un, play it every hour ow thé hoor ayuey, 
awd that you've already played *€ four 

hundrtd times foday, Tid, Lhe, really, 

REALLY A Lke to hear st again) | And, 
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HOME... SO MUCH FoR A QUIET 
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VW 


$100. 
SPECIAL DISCOUNT 


WITH THIS AD ONLY 
CANNOT BE APPLIED RETROACTIVELY OR IN COMBINATION 
WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION EXPIRES 11/18/92 


For Th 


The principle: the more ways you have of learning some- 
thing, the better you'll understand it. At Kaplan, we integrate 
more different learning approaches than any other program: 
¢ Expert Instructors ~ e Exclusive TEST-N-TAPE® Lab 
¢ Smaller Interactive Classes ¢ Comprehensive Home Study Notes 
¢ Individual Tutoring Sessions © ° Open days, Evenings, 


¢ Computer Evaluated and Weekends 
Diagnostic testing ° Test Your Best Guarantee 


LSAT MCAT GRE GMAT 


~ 
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(ye Wo-FooD, NO-DRIVK DIET... IF 
IT SAFE? WHEN WE RETURN, WELL BE 
TALKING To A Couple FROM 
POUGHKEEPSIE WHO AREN'T So SuRE!” 


riends of Brittany Brakef iold Present 


(tL Dlight © f SCope 
A Benefit For A 4-Year-Old Girl 
With Mixed Cerebral Palsy 


G: 
Leo T. Baldwin, Izzy Gesell, Justina & Joyce, 
The Birdogs,and Mike Chrisman 


A Night Of Live Music & Comedy, 


A Complimentary Buffet And More! 


Wonderful Prizes Will Be Auctioned 
Throughout The Evening 


Advance Tix: °25; °35 at the door. 


SUNDAY, NOV. 22; 7 PM 
THE ASHFIELD INN 
230 MAIN ST., ASHFIELD, MASS. 
CALL 413-628-4571 


. 
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THEFAR SIDE _ By Gary Larson_ 


© 1987 FarWorks, Inc_/Distnbuted by Universal Press Syndicate ‘© 1987 FarWorks, Inc/Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate 


“Well, if I’m lucky, | should.be able to get off “More worms? . .. Saaaaaaaaay — why are you “Hey, Norton! . . . Ain’t that your dog 
this thing in about six more weeks.” being so nice to me all of a sudden?” attackin’ the president?” 


November 14 - 21 
with this ad 


| hg G ‘ | 
| Grand Opening Sale | 
: 10” OFF | 
| Everything in Store | 
: 


A Flamboyant Collection of 
unique and fun accessories for 


POP-CULTURE home and self, pl lyj 
ARTIFACTS period and ite a. le, 


FOR SELF & HOME 


_ Current Shows: 
quoise and Pink: The 50's 


=_.6.-S._S_-_-S.._.€2 


Poodles From Hell 
Ugly Ashtrays 
Thorne’s Marketplace- 2nd Floor * Northampton, MA e (4] 3)586-915] 
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Fonz and Disco: The 70's 
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“Well, this isn’t very promising.” Final page of the Medical Boards 


© 1987 FarWorks, Inc/Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate © 1987 FarWorks, Inc /Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate. 
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by ROGER SALLOOM 


I've noticed how unkind life 
can be to people. They don't 
have any real chance to change 
things for themselves. 

They work hard. Others 
push them and they push 
themselves squeezing every 
useful minute out of each day. 
They try not to waste the 
smallest hand movement which 
they must make to earn _a living. 

They struggle. 

They live quietly as a 
family in their homes on their 
streets. At night the men and 

- women hug each other in bed 
trying to help. The children lie 
still, dreaming, not knowing what 
their fate really is. 


| care about these people, 
but not too much. 
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\TS NOT MUCH FUN PLAYING 
WITH SOMEONE WHO WOULD 
RATHER TACKLE THAN WIN, 


GO ON, TAKE 
A RUNNING 


IN ITS PLACE THERE'S 

A CRUDE HUMAN SKULL 
WITH X's FOR ENES AND 
ITS TONGUE HANGING OUT! 


HERE, CALVIN, 
YOU GOT A 
LETTER IN 
THE MAIL. 


GOSH, I NEVER GET 
MAIL! I WONDER WHO 

SENT THIS. THERE'S NO 
RETURN ADDRESS: 


LOOK, HOBBES, I Sot A | {IT HAS A LocAL \ 
MYSTERIOUS LETTER! THE || POSTMARK, THOUGH 
RETURN ADDRESS IS A _J|So I MUST KNOW 
THE PERSON. 


BUT WHO WOULD 
SEND ME AN 
ANONYMOUS, 
WEIRD LETTER 
LIKE THIS ? 


GMA 


DOESNT THE 


oyeopuls dig fEEIOAUN AQ panqusiqvosaneM 2661 2 


VGH, WHAT IF ITS SOME 
MUSHY POEM WRITTEN WITH 
A PINK PEN IN LOOPY 
LETTERS WITH THE “IS 
POTTED WITH HEARTS > 

T THINK I'D PUKE. 


IT SAYS, “CODED MESSAGE 
TO FOLLOW. A=\, B+2, ETC. 
DESTROX THIS LETTER.” 


HOBBES, WERE 


GOSH, THE MESSAGE Must [tre Y 
sae 5k GOOD 
ATRACERRLE CUL-OUT || SENT TH TS TAKING NO | IMPORTANT! T Wonaege ND | THINS ou'RE 


T WONDE 
pes IT COULD BE! c 


LETTERS, AND A CODE KEY | | CHANCES ON THE MESSAGE 
= WONDER WHEN ILL FIND our? 
\ 


THE PATIENT 
FOR A FUTURE BEING TRACED OR TYPE. gs 


IT SAID A CODED LETTER 
WOULD FOLLOW! MAYBE IT 
WILL ARRIVE TODA! I 


T WONDER WHAT IT WILL 
SAY? T WONDER WHO 
SENT ITP T WONDER WHY 
ITS IN CODE? 


I'LL BET I GROW UP TO BE 
A SPY! I'M SO GOOD AT 
FIGURING OUT WHATS 


THIS (S SO EXCITING 

TO GET A SECRET 

UNTRACEABLE MESSAGE 
\N THE MAIL! 


ID 


? 


OW BOY, HOBBES, THIS \S || OK, THE FIRST NUMBER (S 
IT! THIS tS THE CODED || 3, So THAT WOULD BE"c” 
7} | NEXT \S 1, SO THATS "A? 

QUICK, LETS 

DECIPHER 


HEY! THIs 

SANS, CALVIN | HAVE SECRET 
IS A PORRIDGE | ADMIRERS. 
|| BRAIN! ITS... 

ITS AN 


T'M HOME! I'M HOME D 
I GET A LETTER TODAY 


YES, (TS ON 
THE TABLE. 


OOW, THIS BURNS ME UP! WHAT KIND OF DEPRAVED 

A CODED MESSAGE SAYING |THE CUT AND PASTED LETTERS,| MANIAC WOULD GO To So 
"CALNIN (S A PORRIDGE THE CODE... ALL THAT SUSPENSH MUCH TROUBLE ?” RRRGHH, - 
BRAIN!" THE NERNE/ o| AND MYSTERY FOR AN INSULT.”] IT WISH I KNEN WHO 


OUR ONLY 
CWE (S THAT 


THE MYSTERY 
DEEPENS. 


LOOK, HOBBES, THE SKULL! | MORE CUT AND PASTED 
ITS ANOTHER LETTER FROM] LETTERS! IT SANS, "You 
LOOK LIKE A BABOON 
AND YOU SMELL LIKE ONE 
Too! HA HA." 


THE SECRET INSULTER / 
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THE THING THAT DRWES ME 
CRAZN |S THERES No WAY 
To TRACE THIS LUNATIC / 
HE'S THOIGHT OF EVERYTHING! 
HES. A MASTERMIND/ 


H) WWOS BEEN SENDING ME 
THESE INSULTS 7” WHERE 


IN THE MAIL EVERY DAY FoR 
THE REST OF MY LIFE 2? 
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UG bs 

ALL RIGHT, WHERE'S 


THESE. ARE} You Cut UP wy | THAT MISERABLE 
COMING | MAGAZINES, OK? BUNCH OF STRIPEY 


ORANGE FLEA BAIT.26 


Yea 


(ol) 
WRITE TO YOURSELF, 
ANOTHER | You GET A gLOT 


Comics & Games 


48 North Pleasant Street 
(next to Fire Station) 


Hours: 1 1AM-7PM Monday-Saturday 
11A4mM-5PmM Sunday 


(413)253-3480 


Comics & Games 


The Best in Comics 


Back Issues 
: 10-20% 
Role Playing and discount on 
Strategy Games Comic 


Sports Cards 


Lead| Figures 
& Paints 


Video Rental 

We s e e e 
Sasctal Specializing in 
Order American and 


Comics &<~ Japanese Animation 
Games 


We Buy Used 


omics & Games 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


Ourareais being discoveredby mediaall overthecountry. ik, YOUR LONG SAC on Ts 
The television show 20/20 highlighted the lesbian community, and CE TEEN AMERIOAN PEOPLE SHOULD TRUST 


Billboard magazine trumpeted our Happy Valley as a thriving, up- YOU TO PO ANYTHING ON THEIR 


and-coming, music scene. The local newspaper follow-up to the 20/ 
20 piece quoted a woman who claimed that the positive portrayal of |- 
life here has lesbians all over the country packing their bags for a 
move to Noho. It is just as certain that the Billboard article will 
inspire bands of musicians to head for the Pioneer Valley. 

Excited as I am to be living in this 90’s equivalent of 
Haight-Ashbury, I’d like to let those planning to relocate here know 
a few things about the amalgam of modem insight and ancient 
wisdom we call home. 

First, you’re going to need a place to live. The good news 
is that it’s always possible to find a roommate. The bad news is you 
will never be able to live alone because the rents are so high. Make 
certain you become known as a good roommate. Since everyone in 
the Valley is only one personremoved from knowing everyone else, 
screwing up your household responsibilities means you will never 
be allowed to live with anyone who pays her phone bill on time. 
Remember that the single most importantrule ina shared household 
is “keep your food on your designated refrigerator shelf.” 

The fashion style around here is eclectic; everything from 
L.L. Bean to L.L. Cool J. The stereotypical inhabitant has feet 
belonging to Michael Jordan, a butt to Levi Strauss, a chest to Ralph 
Lauren and a head to Malcom X. 

Itisnot unusual for a funk band to be coiffed in dreadlocks 
and shod in Birkenstocks. In fact, the area serves as the national test 
market for REincamateBOKS, also called Air Birkenstock. Put 
them on and pump up the straps for maximum discomfort. The ad 
slogan for this New Age Sneaker? LIFE IS SHORT. PLAY FAIR! 

All the excitement may make you hungry. Although there 
is a restaurant on every comer, there is never any place to eat. 

; A local law requires each food establishment to offer at 
_| least one menu item “cajun style.” A vegetarian restaurant serves 

“Blackened Hoummas,” and local diners sell “Blackened Grilled 
Cheese” sandwiches. 

Any gathering of more than three people at someone’s 
home is classified as a “potluck.” Before you move to town make 
sure you can whip up four different green salads, five kinds of pasta 
and six dips. If you don’t like banana bread or carrot cake, you will 
become a social pariah. Bring your contribution in ceramic or 
wooden serving bowls. Start stocking up now because you will lose 
at least one a month for the first couple of years. Plastic is frowned 
upon. Do not be surprised if your plastic bowl is emptied of its 
contents and given to the dog to play with. If there are children in the 
house, the plastic bow! may well end up as part of an art project 
depicting the rape of the environment by European white males. 

You must drink at least three cups of coffee per day. This 
is more difficult than it sounds because you cannot just order 
“coffee.” Asking for coffee in a coffee shop (excuse me, CAFE) is 
like asking for a““food sandwich” ina deli. Prepare yourself for easy 
choices (flavor, caffeineated or not, size of cup, to stay or go), more 
involved choices (mocha, latte, cappuccino, or espresso) and exis- 
tential psycho-social-economic choices (where the beancame from, 
when it was picked, how it was processed, what your motive is for 
having coffee at this time of day). 

There’s lotsmore to tell but I got to get to the pool hall. I’m 
in a league where no one is allowed to run more than three balls in 
a row. That way no one feels bad. 
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WHY DO PEOPLE WRITE SE- 
CRETS DOWN? CAN'T DO WELL, THATS ONE STORY 
THAT! NOW EVERYONE WANTS ILL BE TAKING 70 
TO KNQW WHERE I WAS ON () 7HE GRAVE. 
THE LOOP THING! (0 OPEN COURT. 


THIS DARN PAPER TRAIL 
STORY JUST STEAMS ME, 
MAKES ME WANT 70 GO 
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One of the 
Valley's 


Best kept secrets 


is about to be out!! 


HEY, KNEW IT WOULD py gah 
HAPPEN |, KNEW ID BE r BVA QT. HEY, BILL IM GOING 70 
HUGGING THOSE AIDS ebinr 
QO ne BABIES, ME TAKIN'ON CLINTON: OMEAHITE 
CG VINDICA THAT ARKANSAS GUY! WHERE YOU HOUSE! 
AT THE POLS... oe GONG NOW?  ()DISNEY-—~ 
2 : 7 | pb LAND! 


Oo 


UNIVERLAL Petas tyMeCAM «© 1772 G8 Ince 


is MOVING !! 
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ABOVE PINOCCHIO'S 
413 -585 -0815 


122 MAIN STREET 
ORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 ff 
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TO ORDER TICKETS CALL 


N 
O 
Ce) 
e 
0) 
9) 
tO 
Y ST 
© 
O 
00 
es’ 
Oc 
O 
oO 
O 
(O 
© 
I 
00 
mS. 
a™ 
9) 
SS 
— 


TICKGE 


